


2019 Backwater Flood Data 

The following report summarizes the negative impacts the 2019 Backwater Flood had on the 

Mississippi Delta. This report does not capture all losses, as many have not yet been or cannot be 

calculated. It will take several years to fully realize the effects the flooding had on this region, as 

losses and negative consequences are still being reported. 

Additionally, this report contains data and language from a study done by Mississippi State 

University. That study can be found 

Demographic Information of Impacted Region 

With a cumulative population of 88,366 the five counties affected by the backwater flood 

(Humphreys, Issaquena, Sharkey, Wanen, and Yazoo) account for only 3.5% of the entire state 

of Mississippi's population. The National Census Data for the State of Mississippi clearly shows 

the impacted counties within the backwater to be among the most economically underdeveloped 

and demographically challenged in both the State and countly. While the Census Data numbers 

are infonning, specific demographic information collected by the Mississippi Emergency 

Management Agency for the affected population paints a more defining level of the impact on 

these families. The State average for those persons with disabilities is 16.3%, while the 

percentage of those with a disability among the impacted population is 37%. The State average 

for those living below the poverty level is 21.5%, while the impacted population is nearly 47%. 

The percentage of elderly, retired, or living on a single income State average is 15.5%, with the 

corresponding backwater population at 45%. These numbers, and others, clearly show a 

disproportionate and devasting impact to these residents of the State (See Attachment 1 - Table 
1 ). 

Damage to Homes 

Within the backwater flood region, 687 homes were affected by the standing floodwaters. 

County and State preliminary damage assessments categorize 252 as major damage or destroyed, 

with 210 homes being uninsured. 

While these numbers are tragic, they do not paint the entire picture, as the dollar figure of 

damages done by the flooding to homes has not yet been fully calculated. Additionally, the costs 

incurred by providing temporary or alternative permanent housing to those whose homes were 

affected have also not yet been reported. 

Agricultural Economic Impact 

Economic damage and localized per capita impacts continue to be extremely high. Agriculture is 

a prima1y source of employment for the lower Mississippi Delta that encompasses Humphreys, 

Issaquena, Sharkey, Warren, and Yazoo counties. Within the backwater counties alone, the 

Here

http://extension.msstate.edu/publications/final-report-survey-overlooked-costs-the-2019-backwater-flood-the-yazoo-mississippi











